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SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OP GUYANESE AMBASSADOR TO VENEZUELA 

1. GUYANA CHRONICLE HAS ANNOUNCED THAT MR. RUDOLPH "RUDY" COLLINS, 
PERMANENT SECRETARY IN THE MINISTRY OP POREIGN AFPAIRS, HAS BEEN 
APPOINTED 

AMBASSADOR TO VENEZUELA PROM GUYANA. COLLINS WAS BORN AUGUST 27, 
1936 

IN GUYANA, AND JOINED THE POREIGN SERVICE IN 1969. 

2. COLLINS WAS APPOINTED PERMANENT SECRETARY IN 1972 AND IS THE 
HIGHEST RANKING CIVIL SERVANT IN THE POREIGN MINISTRY. HE WAS A 
DELEGATE TO THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN 1973 AND 1974 AND HAS TRAVELED 
EXTENSIVELY ON TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENTS ABROAD. 

3. COLLINS IS A GLIB, SELF-ASSURED INDIVIDUAL WHO IS CONSIDERED TO 

BE TOTALLY LOYAL TO PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM AND THE PEOPLE'S NATIONAL 
CONGRESS. HE AND PORMER POREIGN MINISTER PRED WILLS WERE KNOWN TO 
HAVE 

HAD A STRAINED RELATIONSHIP AND COLLINS MAY HAVE PLAYED A ROLE IN 
WILL'S 

PIRING LAST PEBRUARY. (PRINCIPAL CAUSE OP WILLS' PIRING WAS A POLICY 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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DIPFERENCE WITH THE PRIME MINISTER OVER THE PUTURE DIRECTION OP 
GUYANESE POREIGN POLICY, WITH WILLS ARGUING IN FAVOR OF A MORE 
PRAGMATIC APPROACH RATHER THAN STRICT ADHERENCE TO NON-ALIGNMENT 
WITH PRIORITY GIVEN TO CLOSE TIES WITH CUBA AND THE USSR.) HIS 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PRESENT POREIGN MINISTER, RASHLEIGH JACKSON, 
WHOSE COMMITMENT TO GUYANA’S THIRD WORLD ROLE IS UNQUESTIONED, 

HAS BEEN EXCELLENT. 
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4. COLLINS IS MARRIED TO AN ATTRACTIVE JAMAICAN WHO HAS HER OWN 
CAREER AS A LIBRARIAN. IN CONVERSATION, SHE HAS INDICATED THAT SHE 
HAS LITTLE INTEREST IN GOING TO CARACAS SO IT IS UNCERTAIN WHETHER 
SHE WILL ACCOMPANY COLLINS TO VENEZUELA. SHOULD SHE NOT, COLLINS 
WHO HAS SOMETHING OE A REPUTATION AS A LADIES MAN, WILL PROBABLY 
NOT SPEND ALL OF HIS EVENINGS AT HOME READING A BOOK. COLLINS WILL 
BE SOMEWHAT HAMPERED IN HIS ASSIGNMENT BY HIS UNFAMILIARITY WITH 
SPANISH. 

BURKE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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